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1. My name is Daniel P. Vigeant.

2. Presently, I am emj>loyed by Ihe Brocklon Pubhc School District (the

"DisDicl") as the Director of Technology Services. My immediate predecessor was Anne

Thompson.

3. My responsibililies as Director of Teclmology Services lficlude oversight

of programs benefiting from financial sUpj>Ort from rhe Schools and Libraries Support

Mechanism ("E-Rate Program") adminislered by the Universal Service Administrative

Company ("USAC").

4. Consistent with my reSJlonsibililies, I bave had rhe opportunity to meer

and speak with represenratives of Achieve Telecom Network of Massachusctts, LLC

("Achieve") the vendor that provides certain lelecommunications services to Ihc Districl

resulting from FCC Form 470 Application NO.5603100006l7305,

5. 1 am informed and beheve rhat Ach.eve was at all times during which

services have been provided by it to the DistricT an E-Rate approved provider of such

services and that Acbieve was also approved by Ihe Commonwealth of Mass.chusens as

a provider of such services.

6 Ar no time during any of my interactions with Achieve or any of irs

representalives was I ever infonned of, made awate of, or olherv;isc led to believe or

suspect Ihal Achieve had any partnership or affiliation with United Stales Distance

Learning Associalioll ("USDLA"). In fact, even as cf this date I am unaware of any

partnership of affillation between Achieve and USDLA except to the extent that [ have
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DECLARATION STATEMENT

I. I, James Halloran was the Director oflnfonnation Technology for the City of

Somerville, Somerville, Massachusetts ("Somerville"). I occupied the pOSition from JWlUary,

2004 until March, 2007. My responsibilities with tbe Somerville included the oversight of the

process ofpreparing, submitting and processing applications for financial support from the

Schools and Libraries Support Mechanism ("E-Rate Program") administered by the UniversaJ

Service Administrative Company ("USAC").

2. Consistent with my responsibilities, I participated in the Somerville's application

process for E-Rate Program support for Funding Years 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 relating to

FCC Fonn 470 Applications filed for certain eligible telecommunications services

("Application"). Part of that participation included, when necessary, meeting, after tbe required

posting of the Application with USAC, with representatives of Achieve Telecom Network of

Massachusetts, LLC ("Achieve") to receive a presentation about Achieve's digital transmission

services. I aJso reviewed written proposals submitted by Achieve concerning its proposed

services in response to the Applications. Pursuant to state and local procurement rules and E

Rate Program Rules, for each of the Funding Years in questions, Somerville chose Achieve to

provide the digital transmission services. As required under E-Rate Program Rules, the

Somerville timely submitted FCC Fonn 471 Nos. 2005-2006: 455467; 2006-2007: 516499 to

USAC. USAC approved the E-Rate Program support by Funding Commitment Decisions

Letters for Funding Requests Nos. 1257549 and 1421087, for 2005-2006 and 2006-2007

respectively (FDLS").

3. I have reviewed the both Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letters, dated January

14, 2009, whereby USAC has rescinded and seeks recovery of the support approved or provided



pursuant to the FCDL ("Decisions"). In particular, I have reviewed the Funding Commitment

Adjustment Explanations. I am providing this Declaration in connection with the Somerville's

appeal of the Decisions.

4. Achieve's oral and written presentations to the Somerville in connection with the

Applications did not represent in any way t)Jat Achieve was offering a service that would be "no

cost" to the Somerville.

5. To the best of my knowledge and belief, Somerville was not aware of the existence of

any partnership between Achieve and USDLA. To the best of my knowledge and belief,

Somerville was unaware that Achieve allegedly solicited donations for USDLA.

6. To the best of my knowledge and belief, there was never an offer by Achieve to waive or

otherwise not require payment ofSomervilJe's Share. Nor did Achieve ever offer to rebate

Somerville's Share.

7. Somerville did not withhold infonnation as to the application and award of the Grant

from USDLA to cover Somerville's Share throughout all aspects of the E-Rate application

process, selective review process, and service invoice processing.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct on this 5th day of

March, 2009.

Middlesex, ss.

On this 5th day of March, 2009, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally appeared
James Halloran, who is personally known to me to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding
document, and who swore or affirmed to me that the cODtents..ot:fhe<locum)'nt are truthful and accurate to
the best of his knowledge and belief. . <' ~~-r ," - ,J • ~

-p r /.J ,7' ~ //
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-- ~/ /--.: - ,;,...-./ ~~' 4 _/.

-- Notary Public - Fran". Wnght, Jy /
My commission expires: June 18, 2015
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DECLARATION STATEMENT

J, Kate Ashton am the Grants Administrator for the City of Somerville,

Somerville, Massachusetts ("Somerville"). I have occupied the position since September,

2000. My responsibilities with the City of Somerville included participation in the

process of preparing, submitting and processing applications for financial support from

the Schools and Libraries Support Mechanism ("E·Rate Program") administered by the

Universal Service Administrative Company ("USAC"), as well as participation in the

selective review process.

2. Consistent with my responsibilities, I participated in Somerville's application

process for E-Rate Program support for Funding Years 2005·2006 and 2006-2007

relating to FCC Fonn 470 Applications filed for certain eligible telecommunications

services ("Application"). My role in the 471 submissions to USAC for Long Distance

Learning Services to be provided by Achieve subject to E-Rate approval was related to

setting up and keeping files of the documents relating to the Achieve 471 submissions

and assisting the City's E-Rate Administrative Authority in coordinating the E-Rate

process with the E-Rate consultant. As required under E-Rate Program Rules, SomerviHe

timely submitted FCC Fonn 471 Nos. 2005-2006: 455467; 2006-2007: 516499 to USAC.

USAC approved the E-Rate Program support by Funding Commitment Decisions Letters

for Funding Requests Nos. 1257549 and 1421087, for 2005-2006 and 2006-2007

respectively (FDLS").

3. I have reviewed both Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letters, dated

January 14,2009, whereby USAC has rescinded and seeks recovery of the support

approved or provided pursuant to the FCDL ("Decisions"). In particular, I have reviewed



the Funding Commitment Adjustment Explanations. 1 am providing this Declaration in

cOlUlection with the Somerville's appeal of the Decisions.

4. I learned from School Personnel that there was an opportunity for the Scbool

District to apply for a grant to cover the District's share of the cost of the services

("Somerville Share") covered by the Applications ("Grant").

5. To the best of my knowledge and belief, Somerville was not aware of the

existence of any partnership between Achieve and USDLA and was unaware that

Achieve allegedly solicited donations for USDLA.

6. To the best of my knowledge and belief, there was never an offer by Achieve to

waive or otherwise not require payment of Somerville School District's share. Nor to the

best of my knowledge did Achieve ever offer to rebate the District's share.

7. My responsibilities with the City of Somerville included the oversight of the

process of preparing, submitting and processing the Selective Review Process for the

Schools and Libraries Division ("E-Rate Program") administered by the Universal

Service Administrative Company ("USAC"), by and through Grant Thornton LLP for

Funding Year 2006, as it related to the submissions of the billed entity, the Somerville

School District.

8. Consistent with my responsibilities, as an administrator supporting the E-Rate

Authorized Representative and working with the Authorized Representative, I compiled

all necessary review material and provided all necessary documentation on bebalf of the

Somerville School District, as it related to tbe selective review process. The District

disclosed the grant award from United States Distance Learning Association ("USDLA")

in response to Item 10.4 of Attachment B. , see Exhibit 1.



/ ......." "
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/- NoTary Public - Francis)C. Wright, ItJ

My commission expires: June 18, 2018

9. In its "Report of Independent Certified Public Accountant'", dated July 15, Grant

Thornton LLP 2008, which conducted the selective review, concluded that the Somerville

School District complied with the requirements relative to disbursements of funds and its

applications and service provider selections processes, see Exhibit 2.

10. To the best of my knowledge the Somerville did not withhold information as to

the application and award of the Grant from USDLA to cover the Somerville School

District's share throughout all aspects of the E-Rale application process and selective

review process.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct on this

12th day of Marcb, 2009.

Kate Ashton

Middlesex, ss.

On this 12th day of March, 2009, before me, the undersigned notary public,
personally appeared Kate Asbton, who is personally known to me to be the person whose
name is signed on the preceding document, and who swore or affiIIIled to me that the
contents of the document are truthful and accurate to the best of her knowledge and
belief



DECLARATION STATEMENT

I, Joseph Mastrocola was the Coordinator of Instructional Technology for the City of

Somerville School District, Somerville, Massachusetts ("Somerville"). I occupied the position

during the time period at issue, until June 2006. My responsibilities with Somerville included

assisting with the applications for financial support from the Schools and Libraries Support

Mechanism ("E.Rate Program") administered by tbe Universal Service Administrative Company

("USAC").

2. Consistent with my responsibilities, I participated in Somerville's application

process for E-Rate Program support for Funding Years 2005-2006 relating to FCC Form 470

Applications filed for certain eligible telecommunications services ("Application"). I did not

take part in the process for 2006-2007 because I had left my position witb Somerville in June

2006. Part of roy participalion included, when necessary, meeting, after the required posting of

the Application with USAC, with representatives of Achieve Telecom Network of

Massachusetts, LLC ("Achieve") to receive a presentation about Achieve's digital transmission

services. I also reviewed of written proposals submitted by Achieve concerning its proposed

services in response to the Applications. Pursuant to state and local procurement rules and E

Rate Program Rules, for each of the Funding Years in questions, Somerville cbose Achieve 10

provide the digitalrransmission services pursuant to the terms of a contract entered into by the

City of Somerville and Achieve.. As required under E-Rate Program Rules, Somerville timely

submitted FCC Form 471 No. 2005-2006: 455467; to USAC. USAC approved the E-Rate

Program support by Funding Cornmitmenr Decisions Letter for Funding Requests No. 1257549

for 2005-2006 (FDLS").



3. 1 have reviewed the Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letters, dated January 14,

2009, whereby USAC has rescinded and seeks recovery of the support approved or provided

pursuant to the FCDL ("Decisions"). In particular, 1have reviewed the Funding Commitment

Adjustment Explanations. 1am providing this Declaration in connection with the Somerville's

appeal of the Decisions.

4. Achieve's oral and written presentations to Somerville in connection with the

Applications did not represent in any way that Achieve was offering a service that would be "no

cost" to the Somerville. Achieve did inform Somerville ofthe opportunity to apply for a grant

from the United States Distance Learning Association ("USDLA") to cover Somerville's share

of the cost of the services ("Somerville Share") covered by the Applications ("Grant"). Achieve

also generally noted lhat there were other potential sources of such grants. However, Achieve

did not represent, either orally or in writing to Somerville that if Somerville selected Achieve as

its service provider and applied for such a Grant from USDLA, that approval of the Grant by

USDLA was guaranteed. Achieve did not present an automatic Grant from USDLA as part of

the Achieve service proposal made to Somerville. Furthermore, USDLA specified that the Grant

awards were Dot contingent upon the selection of Achieve for the provision of services to the

Somerville.

5. Somerville obtained, prepared and filed its own applications with USDLA for the Grants.

Achieve was not involved in any way in the Grant application process. On behalf of Somerville

1dealt directly with USDLA personnel in completing the necessary forms to apply for the

Grants.
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6. To the best of my knowledge and belief, Somerville was not aware of the existence of

any partnership between Achieve and USDLA. To the best of my knowledge and belief,

Somerville was unaware that Achieve allegedly solicited donations for USDLA.

7. To the best of my knowledge and belief, there was never an offer by Achieve to waive or

otbenvise not require payment ofSomerviJle's Share. Nor did Achieve ever offer to rebate

Somerville's Share.

8. Somerville did not withhold information as to the application and award of the Grant

from USDLA to cover Somerville's Share throughout all aspects of the E-Rate application

process, selective review process, and service invoice processing.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct on this 6th day of

March, 2009.

cS'>P/'
Mi,dl'ilesex, ss.

~2_~
Josep~astrocola

On this 6th day of March, 2009, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally
appeared Joseph Mastrocola, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification, which
was ~""'" I (, '--'~ , to be the person whose name is signed on the
preceding document, and who Swore or affmned to me that the cOJ!1~nts.of the document are
truthful and accurate to the best of hislher knowledge ef.

otary Public
My corrunission expires: ,I/,,,- /;-, dO I S--
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DECLARATION

1. I, Robert G. Hatnel, was the Assistant to the Superintendent for the Springfield

Public School District of Springfield, Massachusetts ("District"). I occupied that position from

December, 1995 until January, 2008. My responsibilities with the District included the ovetSight of

the process for preparing, submitting and processing applications for financial support from the

Schools and libraries Support Mechanism ("E-Rate Progratn") administered by the Universal

Service Administtative Company ("USAC").

2. Consistent with my responsibilities, I participated in the District's application process

for E-Rate Program support fat Funding Years 2004 through 2007 relating to FCC Form 470

Applications filed for certain eligible telecommunications services ("Application"). Patt of that

participation included, whete necessary, meeting, after the requited posting of the Application with

USAC, with representatives of Achieve Telecom Network of Massachusetts, lLC ("Achieve'') to

receive a presentation about Achieve's digital ttansmission services. I also reviewed written

proposals submitted by Achieve concerning its proposed semces in response to the Applications.

Putsuant to state and local procutement rules and E-Rate Progtatn Rules, for each of the Funding

Years in question, Springfield chose Achieve to provide the digital transmission semces pursuant to

the terms and conditions set forth in State Master Conttact ITS07. As requited under E-Rate

Progtatn rules, the District timely submitted FCC Form 471 Nos. 2004: 433768; 2005: 487623; 2006:

538332; 2007: 577110 to USAC USAC approved the E-Rate Program support by Funding

Commitment Decision LettetS for Funding Request Nos. 1207981, 1352672; 1490940; and 1595241

for 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 respectively ("FCDLs'')



3. I have reviewed the fom (4) Notification of Commitment Adjustment Letters, dated

September 8, 2008, whereby USAC has rescinded and seeks recovery of the support approved or

provided puxsuant the FCDL ("Decisions"). In particular, I have reviewed the Funding

Commitment Adjustment Explanations. I am providing this Dechration in connection with the

District's appeal of the Decisions.

4. Achieve's oral and written presentations to the District in connection with the

Applications did not represent in any way that Achieve was offering a service that would be "no

cos!" to the District. Achieve did infonn the District of the opportunity to apply for a grant from

the United States Distance Learning Association ("USDLA'~ to cover the District's shate of the cost

of the services ("District Share'~ covered by the Applications ("Gran!';' Achieve also generally

noted that there were other potential somces of such grants. However, Achieve did not represent,

either orally or in writing to the District, that if the District selected Achieve as its service provider

and applied for such a Grant from USDLA, that approval of the Grant by USDLA was guaranteed.

Achieve did not present an automatic Grant from USDLA as part of the Achieve service proposals

made to the District. Fuxthermore, USDLA specified that the Grant awards were not contingent

upon the selection of ACHffiVE for the provision of services to the District.

S. The District obtained, prepared and filed its own applications with USDLA for the

Grants. Achieve was not involved in any way in the Grant application process. District personnel

dealt direcdy with USDLA personnel in completing the necessary fonns to apply for the Grants.

4986948

61498
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6. The District was not aware of the existence of any alleged partnership between

ACHIEVE and USDLA. The District was also unaware of any donations solicited by ACHIEVE

forUSDLA.

7. There was never an offer by ACHIEVE to waive or otherwise not require payment

of the District's Share. Nor did ACHIEVE ever offer to rebate the District's Share.

8. The District disclosed the application and award of the Grant from USDLA to cover

the District's Share throughout all aspects of the E-Rate application process, selective review

process, and service invoice processing.

/7/,L.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct on this -ft:L- day of

November, 2008.

4986948

61498

STEPHANIE A. LIEBL
Notary PUblic:

My Commission Expires October 22, 2010
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City of Chelsea
Law Department

City Hall, 500 Broadway
Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150

Telephone: (617) 466-4150
Fax: (617) 466-4159

Cheryl Anne Watson
City Solicitor
Cwaison@chelseama.gov

January 29, 2009
Via Certified Receipt and First Class Mail

Letter of Appeal
. Schools and Libraries Division
Dept. 125 - Correspondence Unit
100 South Jefferson Road
Whippany, NJ 07981

Re: Appeal of Funding Connnitment Adjustment Report
Fonn 471 Application Number: 502263 and 447884

To Whom It May Concern:

. This is the Chelsea School District's (hereinafter "Chelsea") appeal ofUSAC's
Detennination that Chelsea violated the Schools and Libraries Program rules in Funding
Years 2005 ad 2006. Chelsea adamantly denies any wrongdoing and request that you
review the appeal below and the attach documents and overturn your decision to rescind
funding in full.

Chelsea asserts that it in no way violated any state or federal laws regarding competitive
bidding. In fact, your notification fails to state evidence showing Chelsea in fact violated
any rules. This appeal pertains to the following: .

Billed Entity: 120548
FCC Registration No.: D012041364
Fonns 471 ApplicationNumbers: 447884 and 502263

Chelsea received with the Notification of Connnitment Adjustment Letters for Funding
Years 2005 and 2006 on or about January 14, 2009. The person you may discuss this
appeal with is me, Cheryl Anne Watson, City Solicitor/School Counsel, City of Chelsea,
City Hall, 500 Broadway, Chelsea, Massachusetts 02150, telephone 617-466-4150,
facsimile 617-466-4159, email cwatson@chelseama.gov.

FACTS:

During the 2004-2005 school year, Cheisea began to explore options to implement a long
distance learning option Within its menu of course offerings. In the course of this process,
for the school years 2005-2006 and 2006-2007, Chelsea entered into a contract with
Achieve Telecom to provide long distance learning services and sought funds through the
federal erate program and a private grant to pay for this service. Chelsea, in December
of 2004 advertised for the long distance learning services using the fonn 470 process and



School Year 2006-2007'

indicated in our bidding process that we were going to choose a vendor already approved
by the Co=onwealth of Massachusetts for these services. The Schools and Libraries
Division of the Universal Service Administrative Company (SLD) is the federal agency
that approved this service for the erate discount. The form 470 is an approved process by
the Sill.

Chelsea also applied for and received a grant from the United States Distance Learning
Association (USDLA) to pay for amounts due Achieve Telecom not covered by the erate
discount. A summary of the source and use of funds is as follows:

Portion funded Portion funded
Achieve Telecom through erate through USDLA

School Year cost of service discount grant
2005-2006 $45,150 $36,120 $9,030
2006-2007 $45,150 $36,120 $9,030

School Year 2005-2006

In mid December 2004, Chelsea advertised for responses to Form 470.

On December 20, 2004, Chelsea filed (posted) its Form 470 Form with the Sill
[Attached as Exhibit A is Chelsea's Form 470]. Also on December 20,2004, Achieve
Telecom Network ("Achieve") filed its response to the 470 application with Chelsea
[Attached as Exhibit B is Achieve's response]. Achieve was the only company to
respond.

On February 8, 2005, Chelsea submitted its Form 471 application.

On June 27, 2005, Chelsea received notification from USDLA that it was approved for a
grant for Chelsea's Digital Divide Project. In that letter there was no mention of the
amount of the grant [Attached as Exhibit C is the June 27,2005 letter from USDLA]. It
should be noted that prior to applying for the USDLA grant Miguel Andreottola, Chelsea
Public School's Technology Director, checked the SLD website for information and the
guidelines.

On about July 26, 2005, Chelsea entered into a contract for services with Achieve.
Chelsea had encumbered the funds for the contract [Attached as Exhibit D is the Contract
between Chelsea and Achieve].

On August 31, 2005, Chelsea received a reaffumation of the grant approved for three
years from USDLA. In that letter, USDLA directs and informs Chelsea that all invoices
should be sent to its vendor, Achieve [Attached as Exhibit E is the August 31, 2005
letter].

I Copies of documents for School Year 1006 - 2007 are available upon request.



On December 8, 2005, Chelsea advertised for responses to Form 470. And on December
9, 2005, Achieve filed its response to the 470 application with Chelsea. Achieve was the
only company to respond.

In early May, 2006, Chelsea submitted a letter to USDLA applying for the second year of
the grant.

On about July 18, 2006, Chelsea extended the previous contract for services with
Achieve. Chelsea had encumbered the funds for the contract.

On Sept=ber 8, 2008, Chelsea received notification that Sill was requiring a response
within a couple of weeks regarding Chelsea's compliance with the rules of the program.
This notification informed us that SLD determined prior to sending us the notification
that Achieve and other entities relied on USDLA grants [Attached as Exhibit F is the
September 8, 2008 letter]. The letter then specifically inquires as to whether the Chelsea
used the grants in funding years FY 2005 and FY 2006. Chelsea responded in the
affirmative; Chelsea responded truthfully that it did use USDLA grant monies in FY
2005 and FY 2006.

ARGUMENT:

Chelsea asserts that it in no way violated any state or federal laws regarding
competitive bidding. As the facts point out, and there are no facts stating the contrary,
Chelsea followed all bidding requir=ents and did so for both Funding years. Chelsea
has never stated that it relied on any information from Achieve regarding funding of their
servIces.

a. Chelsea has and had no knowledge of a relationship between Achieve and
USDLA prior to the Sept=ber 2008 notification.

b. Chelsea has and had no knowledge ofUSDLA's process and determination of
awarding funds. In fact, notification of the award informed Chelsea that it was
not dependent upon a selection of any specific vendor. Chelsea relied on that
statement.

c. Achieve at no time indicated in their bid, which is attached as Exhibit B, an offer
or guarantee of any grants or rebates for their service. Chelsea applied for such
grant on its own prior to Achieve, during contract negotiations, mentioned that
grant funding was available. Ifyou review the contract with Achieve you will not
find any offers or guarantee of grants or rebates.

d. As to the September 8, 2008 notification, Chelsea did not admit or affirm that
Chelsea relied on USDLA grants as a condition of agreeing to contract with
Achieve. The answer to the trick question was based on the last sentence.
Chelsea only answered in the affirmative that it received funding and used it for
FY 2005 and FY 2006. Chelsea's contract with Achieve clearly shows that
Chelsea was prepared to pay Achieve for the non-discounted share of the costs,
whether or not we received a grant from USDLA.



The above facts and attached documents show that the City in no way colluded, as
alleged with Achieve and has not violated any rules or procedures of the SLD program.

CAW/nas
cc: Dr. Thomas Kingston, Superintendent of Chelsea Public Schools

pee '. I(YIc ClA-uJ
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DECLARATION

1. I, Robert G. Hamel, was the Assistant to the Superintendent for the Springfield

Public School District of Springfield, Massachusetts ("District"). I occupied that position from

December, 1995 until January, 2008. My responsibilities with the District included the oversigbt of

the process for preparing, submitting and processing applications for financial support from the

Schools and Libraries Support Mechanism ("E-Rate Program'') administered by the Universa!

Service Administrative Company ("USAC'').

2. Consistent with my responsibilities, I participated in the District's application process

for E-Rate Progcam support for Funding Years 2004 through 2007 relating to FCC Form 470

Applications filed for certain eligible telecommunications services ("Application''). Part of that

participation included, where necessary, meeting, after the required posting of the Application with

USAC, with representatives of Achieve Telecom Network of Massachusetts, ILC ("Achieve'') to

receive a presentation about Achieve's digital transmission services. I also reviewed written

proposals submitted by Achieve concerning its proposed services in response to the Applications.

Pursuant to state and local procurement rules and E-Rate Progcam Rules, for each of the Funding

Years in question, Springfield chose Achieve to provide the digital transmission services pursuant to

the terms and conditions set forth in State Master Contract ITS07. As required under E-Rate

Program rules, the District timely submitted FCC Form 471 Nos. 2004: 433768; 2005: 487623; 2006:

538332; 2007: 577110 to USAC. USAC approved the E-Rate Program support by Funding

Commitment Decision Letters for Funding Request Nos. 1207981,1352672; 1490940; and 1595241

for 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 respectively ("FCDLs'')



3. I have reviewed the four (4) Notification of Committnent Adjusttnent Letters, dated

September 8, 2008, whereby USAC has rescinded and seeks recovety of the support approved or

provided pursuant the FCDL ("Decisions''). In particular, I have reviewed the Funding

Committnent Adjustinent Explanations. I am providing this Declaration in connection with the

District's appeal of the Decisions.

4. Achieve's oral and written presentations to the District in connection with the

Applications did not represent in any way that Achieve was offering a service that would be "no

cost" to the District. Achieve did inform the District of the opportunity to apply fot a grant from

the United States Distance Learning Association ("USDLA") to cover the District's share of the cost

of the services ("District Share'') covered by the Applications ("Grant''). Achieve also generally

noted that there were other potential sources of such grants. However, Achieve did not reptesent,

eithet orally or in writing to the District, that if the District selected Achieve as its semce provider

and applied fot such a Grant ftom USDLA, that approval of the Gmnt by USDLA was guarnnteed.

Achieve did not ptesent an automatic Grant from USDLA as part of the Achieve semce pIOposals

made to the District. Furthermore, USDLA specified that the Grant awards were not contingent

upon the selection ofACHIEVE for the provision of services to the District.

5. The District obtained, prepared and filed its own applications with USDLA fot the

GIants. Achieve was not involved in any way in the Grant application ptocess. District personnel

dealt diIectly with USDLA personnel in completing the necessaty forms to apply for the GIants.

4986948
61498

2



•

6. The District was not aware of the existence of any alleged partnership hetween

ACHIEVE and USDLA. The District was also unaware of any donations solicited by ACHIEVE

forUSDLA.

7. There was never an offer by ACHIEVE to waive or otherwise not require payment

of the District's Share. Nor did ACHIEVE ever offer to rehate the District's Share.

8. The District disclosed the application and award of the Grant from USDLA to cover

the District's Share throughout all aspects of the E-Rate application process, selective review

process, and service invoice processing.

/7#-
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct on this -fI2..- day of

November, 2008.

4986948
61498

STEPHANIE A. LIEBL
Notary Public

My Commission Expires October 22, 2010

3
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USDLA
/\.,

i(J ~·t~~/dS-
__-- Ceotral omU

P.O. Box 1410
195 State Street
Sprlnllfteld, MA

01101-1410

IiIJ 005

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS of SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

Dr. Joseph P. Bllrke
Superin1endeot of Sehnob

FeblllilY 14, 200~

Dr, 101m Flores
Executive Director
United Sra~. DlslaDoe LunliDg A$oociallOIl
8 Willter Street
Soite 508
Bo,ton, MA 02108

R.I!: Springtltld Public School, Distance L.oming Project

Dear Dr. F1ores:

Voice:
Fu:
E-mail:

(413) 787-7087
(413) 787-7171

barkej@sps.spr'ingfield,ma.us

Sprincficld Public Schools is pleued to .ubmit the ollacbod paIlt opplication to United SlIlI:6 Di,tllIlcc LCil1Iice
A..aciat.on (USDLA). W. look forward to your pot"UIerobip in our elIons <0 provide llJ1elTective di'Wl...learD!l:i& project
for our Ichools.

We teque" 1Ila1 USDLA c.""ider 0IlI reque.t rar oddirionaJ gtmlt fuDding for a\lf 2005 E·rale project for distance karuing
a.ad rel<eotomunicatiom A.)'Qu 1a>ow, E........iU pay. 'illll\.t\eaDl pornon of the requited fUnd. need to s=ue the
rtC'hnology JcSouJC:a de&ired for our distance learoinl and teleconltWUi.cations project.

Th.JJk you for your in",..ol in Sprinafield Public Schools We envision this exciq di,tance Jeamillll pcojoe' becoming •
..ahly fur our t...be" iWd students and ,.., approciate your ...is1arJl:e in helping III achieve our vision.

S.LIlI.:erely,

Dr..lo"phP. BurI:e
SUJl<o~intendem of Soboo!.
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arent AppliClltJon for K·12 Olstance Learning Projects

Project Title: Springfleld PUblic ScllOOIS Digitil Divide Project

Applicant 0'll'nizatlon; Springfi.1d Public School Dislrict
Street AddlllSll: 195 Stale Street
City, Slale, Zip: Springfield, MA 01102-1410
Telephone: 413.787.7100
Fax: 413.787.7211

AppllCllllt OrganizatiOn FlICaI Offtter or Aull10rizing Official
Name: Dr.J~ P. Burke, Slipenntendenl
Email: bc.nbj@sps.springfteld.ma.us
Street Addresll: 195 Slats Street
City, StaIB, Zip: Spnngfeld. MA 01102·1410
Telephone: 413.787.7087
FillC 413.787.7211

Project Dlr.ctor (e)
N;ne: Donna Boivin, Director of Technology
EmaU: boMnd@sps.sprlngfl8ld.ma.us
Slreet Address: 195 St!IIe SlIeet
City, St!Ila, Zip: Springfield. MIl 01102·1410
Telephone: 413.781.7125
Fax: 413.787.6713

N<I1l8: RObert G, Hamel, Assistant to Superintendent
Emai: hamelr@sps.springfield.ma.us
',lr8llt Address: 195 Stale StrM!
\.lily, Stale, Zip: Spmgfteld, MA 01102·1410
Telephone: 413787.7087
Fax: 419.730.6652

Co-Sponsoring Orllllnlzallon. (If 8ny)
(N/A)

Brlef De&erlptJon or Project ;

One of our primary goals at Springfield Public SChools is Ie d_1op and implement projects that utilize state-ol-the
&1'1 technology that can bridge ll1e Digitil Divide lllhi;h we experience as aI~e urban school district. Acritical need
is to develop a network to provide distance learning a1d COIlfJ!nt d.ive~ lor our sWdenlS lind teachers.

iPS has contracted for ll1is service with en eligible 1llIecommunications ~vider, Achieve Teillcom Network of MA,
..Le., whO offen; adistance learning transmission service. called Achieve~. AchielleXpress is a
comprehenslv. telecommunications sllIVice that permlls video, audio snd text to be IrMSmilted 1rom one site to one
<Y I~ sttes for U$@ by emergency management, colpO/lllions, IPJIlmment facilities. edUCiloonal institutions or
libraries. The telecommunications SeIVl;E!$ of AchieveXpnlss alS used to electronically deliver training and
instructional materials end other data to eQUipment provided by Achieve Telecom that is then connected ID 111e
Customers Iotelarea network. Achieve Telecom provides AchieveXpress as afully managed lelecommun.,;s!ions
service II1Cl can use existing Cuslomer bandwidth for delivery or provision a:Id,tionel terrestrial or satellite
conr-.ectivi:y The Achle\lllXpr&$s service quallfltls lor funding as a teleoomn1\l1lcalions service from U'e Federal E·
rate program.
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SPS has applied Dr fundirg of this project from the Federal E-rate program and we anticipate rllCei~ing financial
CO\Il!rage for 87% of the ccstlrom that key resource, 'Therefore, we 1ft askl1g the USDLA for agrant of 13% of the
project cosl to StJpport our initiali~es in implementing thi. saNlea in forty-Six (46) schOOls in our district

COil of One (t) Yeer Project:

Glillt Request $217,34700 Cosl·sh!l{e: $1,454,553,00 Tota Cost Df Project: $f,671,9OO,00

Date you plan to begin makng expenditures for project acti~ities: July 1, 2005

Dale you plan to fll1ish making expervJitureslor pro;.ct activities, If applicable: N/A

By sigring and submrtling agrant appliCation, the aU1hortzilg official of 1I1e applicant institution is plOViding
certificalion J1lgilldlng compliance with federal nondlscrtmination statutes, debalTllellt and sUApel'lSion, and far l:ibor
standards. () . /

Institution's Au1horizing Offidat. ~~:::a._' _
..?/ ~

FebNary 14, 2005
Date:

Please ma~ two (2) original copy to:

The United Stales Distance leamilg Association
8 Winter Sti"eet, SuiIe S08
Boston, IIN\ 0.108-4105
Attn: Grant Adminislrailr

Of. email to Grant Administrator at graniadmin@lISdla,org,



Central Office
P.O. Box 1410

195 State Street
Springfield, !\fA

01102-1410
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Dr. Joseph P. Burke
Superintendent of Schools

January 17, 2007

Voice:
Fax:

E-mail:

(413) 787-7087
(413)787-7171

burkej@sps.springfield.rna.us

Dr. John Flores, Executive Director
United States Distance Learning Association
8 Winter Street, Suite 508
Boston, MA 02108

RE: Springfield Public Schools Distance Learning Project

Dear Dr. Flores:

Please find attached the Grant Application (2 copies) from Springfield Public Schools for funding from the USDLA
Digital Divide Fund.

We appreciate your support ofK·12 projects through this grant program that offers a funding resource to assist us in
providing state-of-the-art technology that enhances the classroom learning experience. At this time, we request your
assistance to enable advance learning resources for all ofour students and teachers.

Through funding from the ERATE program, Springfield Public Schools has the opportunity to receive a percentage of the
required project funds; therefore, we have outlined in the attached grant application, our request for the balance of
required funding to ensure the success ofthis Distance Learning project for our schools/students.

Please find enclosed all supporting documentation that is required for your immediate consideration of our grant request.
If you need further assistance, you may reach me at 413-787-7087 or burkej@sps.springtield.ma.us .

Sincerely,

/~#~
jC~

Superintendent of Schools


